[Advances in neonatal neurology].
Notable changes have occurred in the field of neonatology in recent years. Logically, neonatal neurology has made a major contribution to this progress. Knowledge in the field of neonatal neurology has multiplied: fetal neurology has developed, fetal and neonatal welfare is better understood, and spectacularly modified by techniques of assisted ventilation. High resolution ultrasonography permits visualization of fetal cerebral anomalies, the treatment of hypoxic encephalopathy is advancing as is non-invasive cerebral hemodynamic monitoring. Neuroimaging techniques let us see not only the structure of the brain but also how it functions, to some extent. New antiepileptic drugs have appeared. Various treatable causes of neonatal convulsions have been identified. Infections and the incidence of hemorrhage in premature babies have fallen at the same time as new metabolic disease of neonatal onset (protein glycosilation, folinic-sensitive convulsions and adenylsuccinate deficiency) have been identified. Ethics committees for consensual decisions in neonatal intensive care units have become established. We emphasize the need for units for the follow-up of newborn babies with a risk of developing neurological complications, with programmes adapted to the needs of each individual centre.